Hypoxia and anaemia in patients with cancer of the uterine cervix.
Hypoxia and/or anaemia have an adverse prognostic impact in locally-advanced cancers of uterine cervix. Moreover, these parameters are independent of other well-known prognostic factors. However, the mechanisms by which treatment efficacy and survival are compromised by anaemia are not fully understood. Although it is clear that erythropoietin can reduce the need for transfusions for cancer patients with anaemia, there is no proof that the use of erythropoietin is in any way superior to transfusions with respect to the impact on clinical outcome, especially for patients receiving radiation therapy. Whether haemoglobin levels at the start of therapy, during therapy, or at the end of therapy are of prognostic value for better disease-free and overall survival, are matters for further studies as is the question of the best option for increasing the level of the patient's haemoglobin.